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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Primary
Dear Educator,

In the Spring of 2015, the Greater Essex County District School Board embarked on a Digital
Learning Journey which included half day learning around digital citizenship and responsibility in
every single classroom, with every single student. Each lesson focused on 21st century topics and
began a conversation that shared the rules, expectations, and consequences of engaging in the
digital word.
The following was kept in mind for all lessons. When using technology, students are expected to:
17.1. Represent and conduct themselves in accordance with school codes of conduct and
expectations.
17.2. Use a polite and respectful tone in all communications and not use speech or expression
which is profane, disrespectful, slanderous, racist, sexist, libelous, insulting, threatening, hateful,
discriminatory, harassing or bullying.
17.3. Immediately inform their teacher or school Principal or Vice Principal if they mistakenly
access inappropriate Digital Content while at school.
17.4. Never agree to meet with a contact they have only met through using technology, unless as
part of their educational program e.g. co-op and under the supervision of their teacher.
17.5. Never identify their age, telephone number, home address or other personal information in
User Profiles or communications or content using Digital Services.
The lesson plans have been shared with you so that you can begin or continue to encourage digital
citizens in your classroom. The plans were created in a collaborative environment by the digital
learning team.
Digital Learning Team Facilitators:
Kelly Moore Bruno Pallotto
Digital Learning Team Elementary Educators:
Daniela Amato
Joshua Cadieux
Kaleigh Clark
Heather Douglas
Alyssa Elliot
Stefanie Helbich
Amanda Laforet
Jessica Mele
Katie Omstead
Stuart Smith
Meghan Woodruff

Jenna Cowell
Kimberly Kerr
Sarah Pelaccia-Reaume

All the best as you incorporate technology and digital citizenship into your classroom!

The Greater Essex County District School Board Digital Learning Team
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Primary
Lesson One: Digital Citizenship
Lesson Focus: Being a digital
citizen. Students will be given a
basic introduction to what it
means to be a digital citizen.
Key Vocabulary:
• Internet
• Online
• Devices
• Technology
• Digital citizen/citizenship

Learning Goals:
When I use technology I will:
•
•
•
•

Follow the school rules to be safe online.
Use a polite and respectful tone in all
communications.
Immediately tell my teacher or the Principal if I
accidently access anything inappropriate online.
Never agree to meet with or talk to a stranger I
meet online.

Materials Required:
• Pencils and erasers
• Paper
• iPad
• Projector
• Apple TV
• Digital Citizen image (see below)
• Scenarios (see below)
Beginning:
Begin with a "Check-In": ask each student "What do you use the Internet for?" This will start the
discussion for the lesson (this can be done while taking attendance). Review the purpose of today's
lesson with the students (learning goals).
Middle:
Project the "I am a Digital Citizen" image below or draw on board/chart paper.
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Primary
Start a discussion by asking questions such as:
What does it mean to be a digital citizen? Discuss with the students examples of a digital citizen.
Throughout the lesson fill in the text boxes with the students of what it means to be a digital citizen.
Students will then be placed into groups of 4 and will be given a scenario to work on and find a
solution to the scenario. Project or write on board.
Scenarios
Scenario # 1 - A new student joins your class. Your teacher asks you to tell them what your
classroom rules are for online safety. What would you tell them?
Scenario # 2 - On your classroom blog, your teacher posts the new artwork that your class just
finished. You see a piece of art that you don’t like very much. How should you comment on this
picture?
Scenario # 3 - You and a friend are doing research for a school project on a classroom Ipad. One of
you are on a website when something pops up that you think you should not see. What should you
do if this happens?
Scenario # 4 - You are online. A person who says they are from your school tries to talk to you. What
should do you do?
Scenario # 5 - You try to download a new app for your device. It asks you to fill in your name,
number, and address before you can download it. What should you do?
Scenario # 6 - You are online and you see someone wrote something hurtful about someone in your
class. What do you do?
Give students time to practice their scenario and come up with a solution. Then come back together
as a whole group to present scenarios and solutions with the rest of the class.
Conclusion:
Pass out one paper to each student, and ask them to scribble on the paper as hard as they can using
a pencil. When this is complete ask students to erase it. Alternative option: Crumple up paper and
try to straighten it out
Prompt: Did anyone completely erase the marks on the paper? (Students will realize that they
couldn't completely erase the marks off the page.) Discuss with students that everything we do
online is permanent. When you put something on the internet it will always be there whether it is
pictures or personal information and that people will have the ability to see this information.
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Primary
Lesson Two: Digital Footprints
Lesson Focus: Internet safety.
Students will learn about digital
footprints and then have the
opportunity to create their own
footprint.

Learning Goals:
When I use technology I will:
•
•
•

Key Vocabulary:
• Internet
• Online
• Devices
• Technology

•

Follow the school rules to be safe online.
Use a polite and respectful tone in all
communications.
Immediately tell my teacher or the Principal if I
accidently access anything inappropriate online.
Never agree to meet with or talk to a stranger I
meet online.

Materials Required:
• IPad
• Projector
• Brainpop video and quiz (links below)
Beginning:
Check in questions:
• If you could create any app, what would it be?
• When you’re not using technology, what do you do for fun?
• How does technology help you at school?
• How does technology help you at home?
• Name 1 thing I can do to be a good digital citizen.
Video: Play video that introduces the concept of a digital footprint –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHYkWtI7004
Middle:
Pass out a paper to every student have them copy their footprint onto their paper and tell them to
draw or write the names/pictures of sites they visit. Explain that everything that they do online
(post selfies, comments, share, like, adds to their digital footprint).
Share digital footprint with a partner.
Conclusion:
Conclude with BrainPop Junior video and quiz that reviews basic safety rules.
https://jr.brainpop.com/artsandtecghnology/technology/internetxsafety/
Easy Quiz: https://jr.brainpop.com/artsandtechnology/technology/internetsafety/easyquiz/
Easy Quiz Answers:
#1- C #2- D
#3- B #4- B
#5- C
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Primary
Lesson Three: Digital Footprints
Lesson Focus: Internet safety.
Students will learn about digital
footprints and then have the
opportunity to create their own
footprint.
Key Vocabulary:
• Internet
• Online
• Devices
• Technology

Learning Goals:
When I use technology I will:
•
•
•
•

Follow the school rules to be safe online.
Use a polite and respectful tone in all
communications.
Immediately tell my teacher or the Principal if I
accidently access anything inappropriate online.
Never agree to meet with or talk to a stranger I
meet online.

Materials Required:
• Picture Book - DOT (if unavailable use free online books below)
• Digital books – Little Bird and Digiduck
• iPad
• Projector
• Paper
• Pencils
• Fake book page (see link below)
• Make It Happy video (see link below)
•
Beginning:
Begin lesson with a read-aloud. Suggested pictures book: DOT. If unavailable, both Little Bird and
Digiduck are available as free apps/websites. Stop frequently while reading to discuss the message
and different terms in the book with the students.
Middle:
Project image of Fakebook and ask students what items should not be shared. Or ask students
what they have seen that is overshared on social media such as Instagram.
Example: The photo of a house as a profile picture.
Discuss with students why the photos are not appropriate.
Discuss what changes need to be made in order to have a safe online profile/experience.
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Conclusion:
Show Coca Cola video “Make It Happy” – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibgvkXm9Qkc
After video make a list (chart paper, on ipad, white board, etc. ) as a whole class about how we can
"make it happy." Ex) We can make positive comments about people online
Ask students to each choose an idea from the make it happy list and draw a poster to promote
#makeithappy in the school community.

6

Prepared by Alyssa Elliott, Jessica Mele and Josh Cadieux.

Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Primary
Music Lesson: Create a Rap
Lesson Focus: Students will create
a rap/chant about internet safety.

Learning Goals:
When I use technology I will:
•
•

Key Vocabulary:
• Internet
• Online
• Devices
• Technology

•
•

Follow the school rules to be safe online.
Use a polite and respectful tone in all
communications.
Immediately tell my teacher or the Principal if I
accidently access anything inappropriate online.
Never agree to meet with or talk to a stranger I
meet online.

Materials Required:
• The Password Rap (see below)
• Cyberspace Rap (see below)
• Surf the Web (see below)
• iPad
• Projector
Beginning:
Play example videos for students:
The Password Rap http://www.netsmartzkids.org/LearnWithClicky/ThePasswordRap
Cyberspace Rap: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47vtDPcU14o&safe=active
Surf the Web: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6deHVIfFaU&safe=active
Middle:
Divide students into groups of 3-4 to create their own rap/chant focused on digital citizenship to
share with the class after. Goal is 25-40 seconds.
Conclusion:
Share each group's rap/chant with the class.
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