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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Intermediate
Dear Educator,

In the Spring of 2015, the Greater Essex County District School Board embarked on a Digital
Learning Journey which included half day learning around digital citizenship and responsibility in
every single classroom, with every single student. Each lesson focused on 21st century topics and
began a conversation that shared the rules, expectations, and consequences of engaging in the
digital word.
The following was kept in mind for all lessons. When using technology, students are expected to:
17.1. Represent and conduct themselves in accordance with school codes of conduct and
expectations.
17.2. Use a polite and respectful tone in all communications and not use speech or expression
which is profane, disrespectful, slanderous, racist, sexist, libelous, insulting, threatening, hateful,
discriminatory, harassing or bullying.
17.3. Immediately inform their teacher or school Principal or Vice Principal if they mistakenly
access inappropriate Digital Content while at school.
17.4. Never agree to meet with a contact they have only met through using technology, unless as
part of their educational program e.g. co-op and under the supervision of their teacher.
17.5. Never identify their age, telephone number, home address or other personal information in
User Profiles or communications or content using Digital Services.
The lesson plans have been shared with you so that you can begin or continue to encourage digital
citizens in your classroom. The plans were created in a collaborative environment by the digital
learning team.
Digital Learning Team Facilitators:
Kelly Moore Bruno Pallotto
Digital Learning Team Elementary Educators:
Daniela Amato
Joshua Cadieux
Kaleigh Clark
Heather Douglas
Alyssa Elliot
Stefanie Helbich
Amanda Laforet
Jessica Mele
Katie Omstead
Stuart Smith
Meghan Woodruff

Jenna Cowell
Kimberly Kerr
Sarah Pelaccia-Reaume

All the best as you incorporate technology and digital citizenship into your classroom!

The Greater Essex County District School Board Digital Learning Team
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Intermediate
Lesson One: Benefits and Risks of Using the Internet
Lesson Focus: Students will
identify the benefits and risks
using internet and social media,
and be able to recognize unsafe
online behavior.
Key Vocabulary:
• Social media
• Oversharing
• Digital citizenship

Learning Goals:
I am learning about the benefits and risks of social media.
I am working towards being a responsible and safe digital
citizen.

Materials Required:
• butcher paper/chart paper
• markers
• ipad
• projector
• iPad or lap top
• chalk
Beginning:
Introduce video ‘I’m Yours’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iyMQRVA2pnc. Discuss taking a
chance and getting outside of your comfort zone.
Icebreaker: What’s on your smart phone?
Project image or pull up the screen of a smart phone.
Teacher asks students “What is on your phone/ipad/laptop etc.” to facilitate discussions about what
technology the teacher/students use and how it’s beneficial to them.

Middle
Graffiti Walls
This can be done in notebooks, on chart paper at stations, on white boards around the room, etc.
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Intermediate
Options:
• What makes internet and social media great?
• What makes the internet and social media not so great?
• Risks of using social media.
• The internet is...
• Examples of oversharing.
• Apps/sites/games that we use.
Choices of Videos to Show
Can We Autocorrect Humanity? – 3mins30s, video explores some of the potential negative effects
and risks of social media. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRl8EIhrQjQ&feature=youtu.be
I forgot my phone - 2mins, video reveals the impact of the overuse of technology on friends and
family . https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OINa46HeWg8&feature=youtu.be
Coca Cola #MAKEITHAPPY – 1 min, video showcases online bullying and what can be done to stop
or prevent it. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibgvkXm9Qkc&feature=youtu.be
Whole or Small Group Discussion
“What consequences are explored in this video?”
“Who is involved?”
“What messages are being shared?”
“What do you see?”
“How does this video make you feel?”
“What are some things you are tired of?”
“What can/ do we face?”
Conclusion:
As a whole group share and discuss relevant issues. Focus on both benefits and risks that are
evident.
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Intermediate
Lesson Two: Safety and Sharing
Lesson Focus: By the end of this
lesson students will recognize the
importance of safety when sharing
personal information on the World
Wide Web.
Key Vocabulary:
• Password
• Online privacy
• Profile
• Anonymous

Learning Goals:
I am learning that it is important to be the same person
both online and offline. I am working towards being a
responsible and safe digital citizen.

Materials Required:
• Computer/iPad
• Projector
• Chart paper/blackboard/whiteboard
• Notebooks
Beginning:
Show Video: Social Networking in Real Life - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_pyJlERCrJE
Teacher Prompts (can be asked in large group or small groups)
“In what ways do you connect to this video?”
"What stood out as silly or strange"?
"What message are they trying to convey?"
"How is sharing online different than in real life?"
"Why do we feel the need to share our personal information with everyone?"
"When is sharing appropriate and when is in not?"
Middle:
Show Instagram Account - http://instagram.com/pinkierockz/ (Will load as a website)
Teacher will navigate for a minute or two showing various aspects of the user’s profile.
Teacher will ask the students to write a paragraph or two about what they can infer from what they
see. Students will record in their journals, scrap paper etc.
Teacher Prompts (you might want to put these questions on the board or project them)
"How old is she?"
" What are her interests?"
" What does she like?"
" What is her personality like?"
"What did she share that is appropriate?"
"Did she overshare?"
"What is the risk if we overshare?"
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Intermediate
Teacher should stress that the profile is completely fake! Stress that people are not always as they
seem. Discuss ulterior motives that the fake user may have such as gathering information, bullying
etc.
Conclusion:
Show Video – Internet Danger, Everyone Knows Sarah https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThxmgXMBpoM
(Serious video with mature content about why oversharing can be dangerous)
Follow up with discussion/connections. If students would prefer an independent wrap-up, utilize
the THINK concept.
Review concept of THINK:
T – Is it truthful?
H – Is it helpful?
I – Is it inspiring?
N – Is it necessary?
K – Is it kind?
Write in journal
Students pick one social media or digital tool they use (Facebook, Instagram etc)
For each letter of think, provide an example of something they would share or see on that social
media account that follows each of the guidelines in the poster
Extension:
Share story with students (Example of inadvertently oversharing)
“In 2011, three Grade 7 boys were practicing moves on their skateboards and filming their progress.
They uploaded their video on YouTube and showed their friends and teachers. Their teachers
thought it looked really awesome! This YouTube gained 1600 views and the boys were so excited!
A week later, the Principal received a call from a teacher in the Netherlands who told him that he
had seen the video of the boys and was able to know what school they attended.
“How did he know?”
“What else could he have found out?”
Note: The teacher found out from the video both the street name and house number. Also the boys
were wearing their school jerseys.
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Intermediate
Lesson Three: Leadership Project
Lesson Focus: At the end of this
lesson students will be able to
recognize their position as a user
of social media and be encouraged
to be a positive digital media
consumer.

Learning Goals:
I am learning to be a leader in my school community. I
am sharing what I learned with others.

Key Vocabulary:
• Digital citizens
• Online safety
• Cyber bullying
• Social media
Materials Required:
• iPads/laptops
• Access to the internet to project: Image of Digital Compass for the 21st Century to project
(last page of lesson plan)
• Six papers with titles written clearly on each
1) Right
2) Wrong
3) It depends on the situation
4) As long as I don’t get caught
5) It’s an individual choice, so what’s the big deal?
6) I don’t know if it’s right or wron
Lesson Introduction
Show #makeithappy Coca Cola advertisement about positive changes that we can make online. http://youtu.be/ibgvkXm9Qkct
Middle
As a class brainstorm project themes and how to present them.
Prompts:
“How do we communicate important messages?”
“What are some skills that you excel in to help us communicate messages about digital responsibility
better?”
“How can you pay it forward?”
Action: Students will use this time to work in small groups to create and develop a plan. They will
need a clear theme. Ex. How to prevent cyber bullying, how to keep personal information private,
steps to respond to trolling and cyber bullying, etc. They will also need a way to present it. Ex. Lead
a school assembly, create a story book for primary students, create a poster to be displayed in the
school, etc.
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Intermediate
Consolidation:
“How did we use what we already knew about technology to help us teach others?”
The Power of the Collective - The Collective Project
The #CollectiveProject is about harnessing the power of the many to bring great ideas to life. Follow
us as we shine a light on the stories of these students who are making positive changes for their
communities.
http://office.tumblr.com/#LydWD5t5DSQPuxKx.97
Materials:
example of video made by students cyber bullying
Suggestions for Extensions
If students finish, create their own statements and ask their partner where it falls on the compass.

Music Lesson: Create a Rap
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Intermediate
Lesson Focus: This lesson is a
follow-up to core lessons for
Digital Technology and allows
students to showcase what
they've learned through music.

Curriculum Links
Music C1
Apply the creative process to create and perform music
for a variety of purposes. Ex) Using the elements and
techniques of music.

Key Vocabulary:
• Digital responsibility
• Netiquette – the
polite/acceptable way of
communicating online
• Digital compass
• Digital Footprint
• Cyberbullying
Materials Required (dependent on grade level):
• Student materials (paper, pens)
• Optional: instruments, karaoke background music (YouTube)
Lesson Introduction
Have a discussion with students about what they can recall from their core lessons on Digital
Citizenship as a review. If possible show a sample rap that shares a message about online safety and
digital citizenship.
Ex) Cyber Space Rap: STOP, THINK, CONNECT www.youtube.com/watch?v=47vtDPcU14o
Lesson Instruction
This is a student-centred lesson. Students will form groups (teacher-directed or student-created) or
pairs and create a song, chant, or rap on how to be safe and/or responsible while using the internet.
The chant or song should be a pre-determined length.
Students will then perform their songs/chants for their class.
Optional: Teacher can tell students that they are performing these for a target group: younger
audience OR parents. What message do they want to portray?
Suggestions for Extensions
Students can be recorded and can be shown to younger classes. Students can perform to other
classes.

Physical Education Lesson: Staying Safe with Technology
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Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans – Intermediate
Lesson Focus: This lesson
challenges students to utilize
vocabulary and key ideas related
to digital citizenship while being
active.

Learning Goal
I am learning about digital responsibility, digital
citizenship and my digital footprint.

Key Vocabulary:
• Social media
• Safety

Materials Required (dependent on grade level):
• 6 elephant skin dodgeballs
• 2 hula hoops
Warm-Up:
3 laps around the gym.
Choose a leader to lead dynamic stretches (stretching while in motion i.e. jumping jacks, lunges etc)
Activity 1: iShuffle
Split into 4 teams/squads of even students.
Talk to students about how great they are at carrying up to six or seven iPads at a time without
dropping them. Prompt: "Was is good and bad about that?"
Goal: Move your 'iPads' (balls) to the other side of the gym one person at a time without dropping
any. One person goes at a time carrying all six elephant skin balls (dodgeballs) across the length of
the gym and to a hula hoop at the gym. Once they are successfully carried, the student runs back
and tags the next person in line to go collect the laptops and bring them back to the hula hoop. The
first team to carry all laptops to the hula hoop wins. If student drops any of the ‘iPads’ they have to
leave them on the floor and do 25 jumping jacks, then the next person in line takes over carrying
the ‘iPads.’
Activity 2: InstaTag (Modelled after all 'it' tag)
Focus on how we like each others’ status online in social media. Today we are going to do it face to
face. This game is played just as you would play "Everyone is it tag." Everyone is it in this game.
Students attempt to tag one another. Once a student is tagged they have to give each other a like
about each other. The loser then goes to the "trash can" (a chosen corner or circle). If two students
tag each other at the same time they will play rock scissor papers to determine the winner. The goal
is to be the last person standing that was not tagged.
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