
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for participating in the GECDSB E.T.U.C. iPad Pilot project. This short guide will give you some 

information and ideas for using the iPads in the Elementary classroom. 

As a result of your application, you will be receiving a kit of 10 iPad 2 (16GB version) for a period of 4 ½ 

months. The iPads will be used as indicated in the application. At the end of your allotted time, you are 

required to submit a completed report using the template provided. You do not have to wait until the 

end to start completing this report. All reports received by 4pm on Wednesday, 26th June, will be 

entered into a draw.   Five schools will be drawn at random to each receive one of the iPad kits.  

The goals of this project are: 

- To effectively integrate the use of technology with a positive impact on the area of student need 

identified in your SIPSA and as your “Visible Learning” focus. 

- To monitor the use of technology when it is provided as part of a specific and focused plan 

- To assess the system supports that may need to be in place for system-wide deployment of 

tablet devices 

- To assess the appropriateness of tablet computing devices at different grade levels and classes 

(Primary/Junior/Intermediate/SERR) 

- To compare the use of tablet computing devices with laptops in the classroom setting 

- To identify applications which support curriculum and student learning needs 

- To gather samples of student work created with tablet computing devices 

- To monitor the durability of tablet computing devices in a classroom setting 

- To allow schools to innovate with new technologies and pedagogical approaches 

This project will provide E.T.U.C. with information on the conditions required to successfully deploy 

tablet computing devices to the system, the potential impact of technology on student learning needs, a 

comparison between tablet computing devices in the classroom versus laptop computers, the impact of 

asking schools to plan specifically for technology use and be accountable for that use, and the impact of 

allowing schools to lead innovation. All of this information will be used to help determine E.T.U.C. future 

direction with technology provisions and to identify the conditions that need to be in place to ensure 

technology use in our schools is meeting student learning needs. 

 

 

 

 



We Have Our iPads. Now What? 

Your iPads will arrive in a Bretford Sync Tray. 

 

Each school should designate one computer for the purpose of syncing the iPads. A request should be 

made to the IT Help Desk to install iTunes on this computer.  

IT Services has already created iTunes accounts for every school in the system and linked these to First 

Class email addresses (eg. schoolnameitunes@gecdsb.on.ca). The school will determine, in line with the 

policy, how it will manage the purchase of new apps. 

Instructions are included with the tray on how to use it with iTunes. 

When the iPads arrive at your school, they will already be connected to your school account and will 

already be connected to the school network – you are ready to go! 
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Installing New Apps 

To install a new app on the iPad, visit the App Store by touching the icon on the screen. 

 

Once in the App Store, you can either search for an App by name or type using the search funtion in the 

top right, or browse for Apps using the ‘Charts’ tab and then browsing the catagories. This also gives you 

a good idea of the apps that other people are using. 

                    ‘Catagories’                                                       ‘Search’ 

   

 

          ‘Charts’ 

Once you have clicked on the ‘App’ you wish to install, press either the ‘Free’ icon (for free apps) or the 

amount that the app costs (for paid apps) to begin the install process. You will then be asked to enter 

your iTunes account password. If you do not have this, please contact the “Help Desk”. 

 

 

 

 

 



Which Apps Could I Be Using? 

There are many apps available in the App Store. This can make selecting which ones to use in your 

classroom an intimidating experience! Below there are a number of apps identified that you may benefit 

from. Please go beyond this list and explore! Remember, you can always delete apps that you don’t 

want (simply hold down the app for three seconds until it wobbles and hit the ‘x’). 

 

App What Can I Use it For? 

Safari 

 

Safari is the iPad’s web browser. It allows you to view complete web pages as they 

would appear on a standard computer. You can zoom into text or images easily for a 

closer look. You can have multiple pages and/or sites open at once using “tabbed” 

browsing. Text and images can be copied for use in other apps. 

Camera 

 

The camera app accesses the iPad’s integrated cameras. You can record still images or 

movies from both the front and rear facing cameras. The camera also integrates with 

many other apps to allow for the import or pictures and videos. 

Photos 

 

The photos app organizes all of the images on your iPad. You can create impressive 

looking slideshows from directly within the app. You can also copy or export the 

images here for use in other apps. 

FaceTime/Sky

pe 

 

FaceTime is the built-in video conferencing tool for the iPad. You can also install Skype 

if you prefer. Each of them will allow you to video conference with anyone across the 

world. Many schools have used these apps to bring in experts or guest speakers, 

author visits, communication with other schools or classes, or for any number of 

reasons to connect to the world beyond their immediate community. 

Dropbox 

 

Dropbox is a file storage and file syncing app. Users download Dropbox to their laptop 

or desktop computer and log in with the same account as Dropbox on their iPad. All 

files saved into the iPad Dropbox can then be accessed, edited, printed, saved or 

stored on devices other than the iPad. Many apps allow you to save directly to the 

Dropbox to archive student work.  

*files should be shared to a generic class account – users need to be 13 years old to 

have their own Dropbox account. 



Twitter 

 

Twitter is a micro-blogging site. It allows you to publish posts of 144 characters 

maximum. Posts can be organized with the use of a hashtag (#) prior to a recognized 

string of letters/words (for example, search for #gecdsb and see what you find). 

Twitter is being used in classrooms and by schools to communicate with the school 

community and beyond. Students are using hashtags to organize class-related 

discussions (eg #mrknightgr4novel). Twitter is also a tremendous vehicle for 

professional learning. “Follow” those people with like interests and learn from and 

with them through sharing and conversation.  

Educreations 

 

Educreations allows a user to record a whiteboard presentation with an audio track. 

Students can use Educreations to create video tutorials and explanations of their 

thinking and understanding. The use of this type of app promotes student 

metacognition and self-reflection. It is also a great tool for peer-support, as the video 

tutorials are shared amongst the class. 

Smart 

Notebook 

 

The Smart Notebook app is a lite version of the full Smart Notebook desktop software. 

Users can create Smart Notebook files to share with their students or they can open 

existing Smart Notebook files (either self-created or from the online Smart Exchange). 

Files can be saved to the “Dropbox” for access on any associated iPad. 

Dragon 

Dictation 

 

Dragon Dictation is a free app version of the Dragon speech-to-text software. iPads 

have built in speech-to-text tools, but this app has a higher level of customization and 

is able to handle longer audio recordings. It is a great tool for transcribing 

conversations, conferences and group work and can also be used as an assistive app for 

students who need support with their writing. 

Little Bird 

Tales 

 

Little Bird Tales is an app version of the popular website (you will need an account with 

the web-based version to upload completed work). This app allows users to create 

books, including both photographs or hand-drawn illustrations, up to 400 characters of 

printed text per page, and an audio track recorded by the author. Content can be 

created for both fiction and non-fiction purposes and can be used across the 

curriculum. It is another great app for student-created tutorials and guides, and for 

students to explain their thinking and processes. 

Popplet 

 

Popplet is an app version of the popular web-tool. It is used for brainstorming and 

concept mapping. It can be used for presentations or for planning and is a very user-

friendly app. 



Corkulous 

 

Corkulous is an app that creates virtual corkboards on the iPad. It syncs with Dropbox 

and allows a user to take notes or brainstorm ideas, and to organize plans. It is a great 

tool for students to report back on the conversations during group work or for students 

to plan ideas for their work. 

Idea Sketch 

 

Idea Sketch lets you draw Mind Maps, concept maps and flow charts, and convert 
these into text outlines (and vice versa). The ideal app for brainstorming ideas, 

illustrating concepts, making lists and outlines, planning presentations and more. 

Reel Director 

 

A complete video editor for the iPad. Create digital stories from still and moving 
images, including titles, transitions, and pan and zoom effects on images. 

Reel Director is a less-expensive alternative to iMovie. Creating situations where our 
students are content creators leads to deeper levels of understanding and learning. 

The LNS recently published a monograph support the student as video-maker 
(http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/WW_StudentFilm

akers.pdf) 

iMovie 

 

iMovie allows you to create professional looking movies and move trailers straight in 

the iPad, utilizing the HD camera and a series of visually appealing templates. As with 

Reel Director, there are clear student benefits to creating these videos. Our data shows 

the our students continue to struggle with summary and main idea identification. The 

trailer tool is a great way to hone these concepts with our students. 

Strip Design 

 

 

Turn your photos into entertaining comic strips. Add text balloons and boxes to 
your pictures. Give your photos a hand-drawn effect to make them look like a real 

comic book. 
Create comic books to address both fiction and non-fiction expectations – a comic 

showing how two students solved a math problem, a comic for “A Day in the Life” of a 
character in a novel study, a comic of how a science experiment was conducted, and so 

on. 

Puppet Pals 

 

Pick some actors and backgrounds, drag them onto the stage, and hit record. 
Your movements and audio are recorded in real time for playback later. 

Wolfram 

Alpha 

 

Wolfram Alpha is described as a computational knowledge engine particularly 
useful with mathematical and scientific information, but is also a great starting 

point for research into all sorts of things - historical figures, visions, etc. Ask Wolfram 
a mathematical, statistical, socioeconomic, physical, chemical, linguistic question, 

and it will compute an answer. 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/WW_StudentFilmakers.pdf
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Wikipanion 

 

 

Accessing Wikipedia has never been faster or easier. Wikipanion provides a clear, 
simple and searchable interface for Wikipedia entries. Rich content, such as maps, 

audio files, etc can be accessed from directly within the app, with images able to be 
saved directly to your photo gallery. 

 

There are many, many other apps out there in addition to these. Please keep a record for your report of 

the apps that you found most useful so that they can be added to future versions of this guide. 

 


